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THE CLEMENTE FERREIRA
SANATORIUM UFO

Nigel Rimes

IN my report Another Hospital
Visited which was published in
FLYING SAUCER REVIEW for January/
February 1969, I told the strange
story of Dona Maria Cintra, the
receptionist-cum-general servant at
the Clemente Ferreira Sanatorium
which is situated near Lins, some
450 km. to the north-west of Sido
Paulo in Brazil.

To recapitulate briefly, it was in
the early hours of the morning of
August 27, 1968, when Dona Maria
was awakened by a sound like the
flapping of a large bird’s wings,
together with a whistling sound.
Thinking it was a new patient
arriving, she went down from her
room to the front door, to find
instead a **foreign-looking woman”
with light-coloured clothes and a
sort of headdress that left only the
face bare. Although this visitor
spoke a strange language, it was
obvious she wanted water, for she
held in her hands a bottle and a
mug. The bottle seemed to be of
glass and was beautifully engraved.

Maria filled the bottle, then, seeing
the visitor was interested in two
cars parked near the door, she
called out that they belonged to the
duty doctor and to the administra-
tor. The visitor then came in
through the door, and up to the
fountain, and again spoke in the un-
familiar language. At this point—
with the mug filled—Maria saw the
“*machine™ in which the “woman”

Dona Maria Cintra in
her room at the
Clemente Ferreira
Sanatorium
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had arrived, and was overcome
with a great fear, for it was hovering
25 metres away, and about one
metre from the ground.

Dona Maria’s account was given
in far greater detail in my earlier
article; these brief lines are given
merely as a vehicle for the photo-
graphs which I was unable to send
in January. However, 1 have a little
more information about the sighting




by Sr. Aurélio Gallo (name mis-
spelt in my earlier article) made at
6.45 a.m. on the morning of
August 27, at Lins.

According to a report in the news-
paper Edicao Nacional of September
20, 1968, Sr. Gallo, aged 54, when
visited by a group of scientists! to
hear about his sighting, has con-

Maria points to the window of her first-
floor room

firmed the episode and has given
this sketch of the Lins saucer:

YELLOW, OPAQUE
CHEQUERED —__

LATERAL \ f,-’
ANTENNAE
x 4
riu'ng\um SHINING SILVER
Our artist’s sketch based on Sr. Gallo’s

drawing

Describing the sighting, Sr. Gallo
explained that his wife, Sra. Italia
Pitarello Gallo, saw the craft first
and drew his attention to it. saying:
“Look . . . what a lovely thing!”
Sr. Gallo went on: **My hair stood
on end as 1 looked up into the sky
and saw it too. It was certainly no
aeroplane of any type, for every-
thing about it was different. Even
the sound it made was different. It

How the ‘‘visitor'’ arrived—scene re-
enacted

Filling the mug

was circular in shape, surrounded
by bright reflected light (like the
hub-cap of a car wheel). In the
centre there was an opaque circle
marked like a checkerboard, and
clearly visible on each side was a
spur or antenna running out from
the centre.

“The object was flying with a
rocking motion, making a slight
sound something like a cracked
‘rom-rom’. And there are other
people in Lins who saw it, both on

L

Relative positions as water bottle was
filled

Maria retreats to the stairs as object
takes off

this occasion and at other times.
But they aren’t talking, because they
are afraid, or feel shamed by all the
ridicule.”

The newspaper article went on to
say that the research group investi-
gating the sighting were now fully
convinced that the Gallos were
telling the truth, and that it looks as
though Lins is an important place
for UFO activity, possibly because
the area contains such large deposits
of magnesium.

(continued on page iii)

Drawing of footmark left by *‘visitor” on polished floor. There was no heel mark
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